Al-Jazeera Video: Biden’s policy supports Israel’s war on Gaza
(February 2024; Dr. Zunes begins at the four-minute mark.)

Al Jazeera quotes Dr. Zunes in 3 more, November 2023:

For 20 years, this AIDS relief plan had broad US support. What changed? Nov. 14, 2023
... Whereas Bush had a hawkish approach to foreign policy, leading two overseas wars, today’s Republicans are

increasingly turning away from many international issues, according to Stephen Zunes, a professor of politics
and foreign policy at the University of San Francisco.

“There is a kind of isolationist trend that has emerged within the Republican Party that wants to disengage from
the rest of the world,” Zunes told Al Jazeera. “There has been a trend of trying to withdraw from engagements,
even in something as benign as public health. It’s pretty bizarre.”

Zunes described PEPFAR as a bright spot in the legacy of the Bush administration, which has come to be
remembered primarily for its wars in Afghanistan and Irag.

“They did a lot of awful things in their years in office, but this saved countless lives,” he explained. “It made a
huge difference. And again, it had overwhelming bipartisan support at the time.”

PEPFAR’s newfound divisiveness, he added, suggests a larger transformation.

“It just is an indication of how far to the right the Republicans have gone,” Zunes said. “The impact on human
lives from this is going to be profound, as much as any war. And I think it’s illustrative of how extreme the
Republican Party has become.”

Israel-Hamas war updates: Al-Shifa Hospital under threat Nov. 9, 2023

Israel revised death toll in response to public demand for transparency: Analyst

... Stephen Zunes, a professor of political science at the University of San Francisco, says that Israel’s revision
of its death toll on October 7 from 1,400 to 1,200 came in response to demands for greater transparency from
the Israeli public.

“The claim by the Israeli government that these were charred bodies of Hamas fighters does not make sense
because the Hamas members that were killed were shot. It is not like they were in a bombed-out building,”
Zunes told Al Jazeera.

“There have been demands for listing names of those killed and kidnapped. They’ve been real slow doing that.

“Finally, when they realised the names do not match the numbers, they had to come out and be honest that the
total death toll was significantly lower than they had been claiming all these weeks,” said Zunes.

He added that there is increasing public discontent over the fact that 22 Israeli battalions are stationed in the
occupied West Bank instead of along the borders with Gaza.

Why are US Republicans pushing for aid to Israel but not Ukraine? Nov. 8, 2023

Experts say a fractured Republican Party is increasingly turning away from Ukraine in favour of Israel.
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Since leaving office, Trump has remained critical of aid to Ukraine. In campaign stops for his reelection bid, he
called on Congress to cut off military assistance to the country, accusing it of paying “millions of dollars” to the
“Biden crime family” — a reference to his Democratic rival, President Joe Biden.

Trump is hardly the first to push for more isolationism in US foreign policy: The sentiment was particularly
strong after World War 1, as the country tried to disentangle itself from continued tensions in Europe.

But Stephen Zunes, a professor of politics and international studies at the University of San Francisco,
told Al Jazeera that isolationism is making a comeback.

“Recent years have witnessed a growing segment of the Republican Party moving away from its more overtly
imperialistic and interventionist foreign policy to a more isolationist foreign policy,” Zunes said. However, the
strong Christian leanings in the Republican Party allow for a more easy embrace of aid requests for Israel.

“An exception is made for Israel, in large part due to the strong influence of fundamentalist Christians who
believe that the modern state of Israel is the manifestation of Biblical Israel and therefore is in God’s favour,”
Zunes explained.

The impact of war fatigue

Aid to Ukraine still has prominent supporters among the Republican Party, including Senate minority leader
Mitch McConnell.

He called for military assistance to Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan to be packaged together, along with greater funds
for US border security.

“We view all of these problems as connected,” McConnell told reporters at an October 31 press conference.

But US views overall are shifting towards the war in Ukraine, with Republican voters in particular retreating
from their initial support for the embattled country.

A Gallup poll released on November 2 found that 41 percent of Americans believe their country is “doing too
much” to help Ukraine, up from 29 percent this June.

The belief is most common among Republicans, 62 percent of whom agreed with that statement.

Some experts point to the prevalence of war fatigue among the American public. The war in Ukraine has
stretched on for months since its start in February 2022, arriving at a seeming deadlock.

But the Israel-Hamas war is new. It was sparked on October 7 with a surprise attack from the Palestinian group
Hamas, and it has continued over the last month with the steady Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip.

The US public has responded with large-scale protests in favour of Israeli and Palestinian causes. One pro-
Palestinian march on Saturday brought thousands of people to Washington, DC, flooding Freedom Plaza.

“Part of [the issue] is that newer conflicts will get more attention than ongoing conflicts,” Zunes said. “Another
is that the Gaza War is more violent. Israel has killed more Palestinian civilians during the past month than
Russia has killed Ukrainian civilians in the past 20 months.”

Zunes also noted that Israel “plays an important role in advancing US strategic interests in the greater Middle
East”, making support for the country more pressing.
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