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In the -:l-|r|::||.i||.r_u|‘1l|e preface v Mare Lynch's impartant
new warks, the author acknowledgpes thar he began wriring
the book "in a moment of rage” in response o LS suppon
foor Limel's genocidal ondaught sgmins Palestinians in the
Giaza Strip, what he recogniees as just one of a number of
tragic missreps in LIS Middle East policy in which admin-
istratiess of lth parrties have gmered the broad consensuos
of political scicntists specializing in the regio.

1 am wriring this review as the Unired Srares is enrering
the Fourth week of s war on Tran, and 1, too, am Glled wich
rge. [0 would be hard m find any political scienis
specializing in the Middle East whe believed thar che
Iraninn regime would easily collagse, that it would noe
b abbe po urilize a dangerous retaliamey capabiliny, or thar
ir coubd nor effecrively close the Strair of Hormue.

Similarly, whether ic be in regard o the ivasion tflnq.
suppet for Isract's wars and occuparion, or the backing of
Arab dictarorships, policgmakers of both parries have
largely dismissed oar warnings dhat, even parting asicde
the imporant moral and legal issues, such shor-sighoed
policies make vhe region less seable and acoually harm long-
term LIS inbenesis.

This is perhaps the single most impartant work foousing
on LS Middle Ease policy in recent yeare [ is quite
reacdabde and suitable both for arsa spociabiss and those
withour extensive knowledge of the region,

Lynch ix 3 professor ar the Ellior School of Inrernarions|
Affairs ar George Washington University, has worked ag
owo prominent think wanks, has served inoa palicy role in
presidential campaigns, and has advised presidencs and
oilier top offickly. Owver the years, pelicymakers of both
parvies have had plenty of opporunity w consider the
coanse] of him and other Middle East scholars. Oumside of
climare scientiser, e iz hard o find 2 Beld in which the
urgent advice of specialiss has been o routinely ignosed,

While largely free of the ideological baggage of mme
critics of 1S Middle East policy, Lynch does not hold back
in this volume, Perhaps, ar this poinc, it s noc surprising
thar even a sober, professional, and well-connecred schadar
like: Lymch now feels obliged o critically analyee US policy
in ways rhar at one point would have come across as
seridienT, ]:un:it:ulur]:r in n book wich a major academic
publishing bouse. At this sage, however, it is quie
AppropTian:.

And, in pare because he is something of & Washington
insider, he is able o offer 2 strucoural and comprehensive

analysis of decades of filed policies.

Thee book’s vitle, “America’s Middle Eas,” underscones
how LIS primacy has fundamencally shaped Middle Fas-
om ;h:ﬂiriu: in the 35 years singe thie Gulf War. [.:|.'|:|.L'|'|
cemainly does nor blame the United Staves for everything
and Fully scknowledpes how local acmors have concribured
i their own problems, ver he potes bow Washingon does
share respoasibiling in many cases by dominaring, suscin-
ing, and shaping the environment, which makes such
misrule possible,

]_3.-|:|L‘|I oitlines how in the three 2nd a half decedes sinee
the Uniced Seares achieved primacy in the Middle East, i
has done lictbe to bring preater justice, sibility, democrcy,
of asmimable cconomic devdspment o the region.
Indeed, more sfien than no, i has done juss the apposice,

He recognizes low, despite pro-democracy cheroric, the
United States depends on autcratic allics o advance s
agenda, He also notes how US policies have helped creans
terrorists faster than we can kill them.

While Lynch observes both how Bush's invasion of Trag
and & number of Trump's policies have represenced the
wirrst manifessations of the US mole in the Middle Ease, he
emphasizes thar there has been much continuity as well,
Borh Republican and Demecraric adminisraons have
suppeted repressive autocrtic governments, threstened
watr with 1ran, supported [sracl's wars and occupations,
and pushed fr normalization berween lsmel and Amb
seates while ignoring the fue of Palesrinians.

Indeed, Lynch abserves how, even under the Demo-
cratic adminigrrarion of Joe Biden, the United Srares was
v"lrtuu“jr aleme in the Undted Mations |.1|.-:h'_‘|:|n5 risolduboms
calling for a ecascfire, amacking the inegrity of the Inter-
nacksnal Criminal Coare and the Inremarional Court of
Justice, supporting lsmels sezure of additional Syran
tervicory, backing Iseacl's war on Lebanon, and providing
massive amounts of arms 1o enable thar far righe govern-
ment o contimee killing with impunity. This palicy,
supported by the Democraric leadenship in Congress,
severely damaged US smnding in the world, weakening
U5 |lemdership on Ukrine and other foreign policy prior-
irics by cxposing the lic o che claim thar US fordign palicy
was moted in support of international lw and 2 rubes-
lased inmernamenal arder. Momwhile, an homee, the Biden
sdministracien's amacks on studens anti-war demonsera-
tors 25 allegedly being “anci-Seminic” helped pave che way
for the Trump adminsmration’s oackdown on higher
education,

Lynch is honest and bobd enough o recognize the
underlying racism in US policy, which assumes the rights
aof Lsracli Jews are mare important chan these of Palestinian
Arabs, zcrs 25 if Arab pl.'nplr_', are olu}r with corrpe
autocratic mubers, and believes that Arabs and Dranians
welcome US sanctions and milicary inrervengion, As
Lynch says, "they are seen as problems o be solved,
audbences o be mandpadaned, assers oo be mobilized. sub-
jecrs o be snudied ... amything bur people oo be treared as
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